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BIOMASS-DAYS in the Northwestern RUSSIA
Europe is celebrating the Biomass-Days from 25th September to 2nd October. The Northwest Russia is also taking part in this event. A promoter of the Biomass-Days idea in Russia is the Wood Industries Confederation of the Northwest Russia (WIC NWR).

European Biomass-Days are the annual period for intensified biomass promotion. The Northwest Russia is also situated In Europe and have a huge potential in biomass. According to the estimation of the WIC NWR experts, the technical annual wood biomass potential of the Northwestern Russia is 16 000 000 cum meters of wood waste.
The basic idea of the Biomass-Days is to have days of the open house at places, where biomass is used or biomass products or installations are produced. A production of biofuel just starts in Russia. There are some bioplants, but the most part of produced biofuels is exported. A domestic consumption of the renewable energy and fuel is very limited in Russia at the moment.

The Biomass Days offer a good chance to present new technologies and tell the people about advantages of biomass using.

The Wood Industries Confederation of the Northwest Russia organizes several events during the Biomass week.

1) A conference about liquid biofuels will take place in the Office of the Russian President in the Northwest (St.Petersburg) in 27th September. Specialists and officials from all 11 Northwest Russian regions will come for this meeting.

 A deputy head of the Office of the Russian President in the Northwest Mrs. Lubov Sovershaeva will have a welcoming speech there. Expert of the WIC NWR Dr. Olga Rakitova will read a paper about different kinds of biofuels. Mr. Michael Deutmeyer, CEO of the Choren Biomass GmbH (Germany) will have a speech about new technology Biomass-to-Liquid (BtL). Mrs. Vera Pisareva from Greenpeace will tell about possibilities and barriers of using biofuels in Russia.
2) Another activity of the WIC NWR during the Biomass-Days is an issue of the first hand-book about wood pellets in Russia and CIS (former Soviet Union Republics as Belarus, Ukraine and others).

This is the first book about wood-pellet production in Russia where readers could find information about market, prices, technology, economics, logistics, hidden dangers of working with this product in Russia. There is also a big part with the contact information about real producers of pellets, machinery producers, logistic, planning and consulting companies, credit lines and etc.
There are 3 authors of this book: Dr. Olga Rakitova, Anton Ovsyanko, Svetlana Alexandrova. Book has an ISBN number and it will be sent to libraries and Russian government in the Northwest, Central and South Russia, Siberia and Far-North. The first circulation will be 1000 copies. It is the pilot project and this hand book will be issued annually since 2006 and it is planned to translate it into English in future. This book will be distributed among all interested people as well.
A pilot hand-book will be presented during the Biomass-Days.
3) To promote an idea of using biomass for heating and electricity, the WIC NWR has launched a website about the development of the State program on bioenergy in the Northwest Russia. Website www.bioprogramma.ru promotes an idea of using renewable resources and there are a lot of interesting information about bioenergy.
A forum of the website will be launched on Monday (26th  September) for intensification of the bioenergy promotion.
4) Another event which will take place in St. Petersburg in few days after the Biomass-Days (in 5th October) will be a conference on bioenergy. It will take place in the framework of the International Forestry Forum in St. Petersburg. Specialists from different regions will come to participate in the conference about biomass and biofuel.
The Wood Industries Confederation of the Northwest Russia has also other projects on bioenergy. WIC NWR develops a cooperation on bioenergy, biofuel and biomass among Russian and foreign companies from all over the world. Memorandums of the understanding are signed with several European companies which promotes ideas of CO2 trade and boiler substitution on biomass.
WIC NWR organizes tours to biofuel plants in Russia and Europe, develops a State program on bioenery, issues books in bioenergy, wood and forest industry, organize conferences and read papers for biomass promotion.

We are happy to answer for additional questions and we are glad if you publish an information about WIC NWR activities during the Biomass-Days 2005.
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